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Old Testament 4
Sample Examination Paper

The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for Old Testament 4. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied Old Testament 4 which is part of the Certificate in Theology course.  In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 2, 3 and 4
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)
Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet. 

Sample Questions

Answer FOUR (4) questions – Question 1, and one from each of Questions 2 - 4.
QUESTION 1 (25 marks)

Write at least a half page on the literary, historical and biblical context plus application of any FIVE (5) of the following:

a)
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  (Psalm 1:1)

b)
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. (Psalm 46:10)

c)
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.  (Proverbs 1:7)

d)
Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the field: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.  (Song of Songs 2:7)

e)
But Ruth replied, ‘Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.’  (Ruth 1:16)

f)
In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  (Job 1:1)

g)
I devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven. What a heavy burden God has laid on men!  (Ecclesiastes 1:13)

h)
To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.  (Daniel 1:17)

QUESTION 2 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Discuss the structure of the Book of Psalms and the main types of Psalms found in the collection.

OR

b)
Why should a Christian read the Psalms? Illustrate your answer with material from the Psalms.

OR
c)
What is the nature of wisdom literature and what is its role in the Bible?
QUESTION 3 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Since Christ is our ‘wisdom from God’ why do we need the book of Proverbs?

OR

b)
‘The Song of Songs is only about God’s love for Israel.’ Discuss.

OR
c)
Is ‘kindness’ the key theme of the book of Ruth?
QUESTION 4 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Do you agree with the following comment on the book of Job?

‘Job deals with how Christians should respond to personal suffering.’

OR

b)
Discuss the three theses of the book of Ecclesiastes. How do they show the book’s movement, tension and challenge?

OR
c)
How does apocalyptic writing relate to the wisdom and prophetic literature of the Bible?
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