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Old Testament 2

Sample Examination Paper
The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for Old Testament 2. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied Old Testament 2 which is part of the Intermediate Theological Certificate course.  In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
9 multiple choice questions (worth 9 marks)

Question 2
4 four line answer questions (worth 16 marks)

Question
5 short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 4 and 5
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)
Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet. 

Sample Questions

Answer FIVE (5) questions – Question 1, Question 2 and one from each of Questions 3 and 4.
QUESTION 1 (9 marks – 1 mark for each correct answer)

Circle the correct answer



reigns of Israel’s kings

a)
Much of the Former Prophets are devoted to accounts of
reigns of kings



reigns of prophets



1500 BC

b)
The period of the conquest was
1300 BC



1400 BC



his dialogues

c)
The real focus of the Jephthah story is
Israel’s renewed apostasy



his vow and its outcome



Samuel’s amazing birth

d)
The Song of Hannah highlights
God’s determining of people’s fortunes



Eli’s failure at Shiloh



Judah

e)
Saul belonged to the tribe of
Simeon



Benjamin



Jesse

f)
Samuel anoints as the second king of Israel the son of
Jonathan



Kish



a famous battle

g)
Gilboa is the name of
a large river



a small range of mountains



Jerusalem

h)
The city of David is known as 
Hebron



Bethlehem



Dan and Samaria

i)
Jeroboam set up shrines in
Bethel and Hazor



Dan and Bethel

QUESTION 2 (16 marks – each part worth 4 marks)

a) Describe the four key elements of the theological basis on which the northern monarchy was established.
	

	

	

	


b) How did the author of 1 and 2 Kings assess the northern kingdom (Israel) and its kings?

	

	

	

	


c) What was the nature of the reforms that King Hezekiah attempted to undertake in Judah?

	

	

	

	


d) Describe some features that marked the end of Judah.

	

	

	

	


QUESTION 3 (25 marks – each part worth 5 marks)

Write at least a half page on the literary, historical and biblical context plus application of any FIVE (5) of the following:

a)
‘Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.’ (Joshua 1:8)

b)
‘In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.’ (Judges 21:25)

c)
‘In the spring, the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.’ (2 Samuel 11:1)

d)
‘When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions.’ (1 Kings 10:1)

e)
‘And the Lord heard Elijah’s cry; and the boy's life returned to him, and he lived.’ (1 Kings 17:22)

f)
‘… while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.”’ (1 Kings 19:4)

g)
‘Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”’ (2 Kings 5:10)

h)
‘The king gave this order to all the people: “Celebrate the Passover to the Lord your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.”’ (2 Kings 23:21)

QUESTION 4 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:
a)
Discuss the major themes of the Former Prophets. How do these themes relate or point to Christ?

OR
b)
Why should Christians read the book of Judges today?


OR
c)
Assess the impact of Samuel in the life of Israel and his place in salvation history.
QUESTION 5 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Define prophecy and discuss the prophetic role of Elijah and Elisha.

OR
b)
What were the positive gains for Israel under the kingship of David? In what way do these gains highlight God’s grace and/or prepare for the coming of the king of David’s line, Jesus Christ?
OR
c)
Trace the history of the northern kingdom (Israel) from its inception to its defeat by Assyria.  In your account pay special attention to the factors leading to its downfall.
Note: In answering the essay questions aim for 2 to 3 pages.
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