Please note the change in the examination structure from that listed in the back of the study book.  The examination you are sitting for will take the format shown in this Sample Examination Paper.

New Testament 1 Sample Examination Paper

The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for New Testament 1. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.
Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

The paper will take the following format:

Question 1
12 multiple choice questions
6 marks

Question 2
7 definition questions
14 marks

Question 3
10 short answer questions
30 marks

Question 4
5 half-page answers based on biblical texts
25 marks

Question 5
Essay question
25 marks
Students are expected to answer all five (5) questions.

Question 1 (6 marks) (1/2 mark for each correct answer)
Select the correct answer
a.
Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the
Q gospels



Synoptic gospels



Gentile gospels
b.
According to the most widely held theory, which gospel was written first?
Matthew



Mark



Luke
c.
Who is considered to be the second Elijah?
John the Baptist



Jesus Christ



Malachi
d.
A key Old Testament reference for the title, ‘Son of man’ is
2 Samuel 7



Psalm 2



Daniel 7
e.
In Mark’s gospel Jesus’ purpose for coming is expressed as
defeating Roman occupation



healing the sick



preaching
f.
Which gospel has the fewest parables in it?
Matthew



Mark



Luke
g.
What do miracles NOT bring about?
Faith



Healing



Conflict
h.
Which event most clearly demonstrates that Jesus is Lord over chaos?
Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter



Jesus feeding the multitude



Jesus calling disciples
i.
In Mark 10 what is it that saves people?
Discipleship



Obedience and death of Jesus



Understanding the parables
j.
What is the key aspect of Mark 12?
Jesus entering Jerusalem



Predictions about the last days



Conflict with the Jewish authorities
k.
The parable of the tenants (Mark 12) is mainly concerned with
warning the leaders to stop opposing Jesus



encouraging the Jews to look after the city of Jerusalem



how to be good stewards of the land God gave Israel
l.
The burial of Jesus was arranged and carried out by
his followers



the Romans



Joseph of Arimathea
Question 2 (14 marks – 2 marks for each correct answer)
Provide brief definitions of the following terms

a. Christ
	

	


b. Salvation

	

	


c. Forgiveness

	

	


d. Sabbath

	

	


e. Decapolis

	

	


f. Miracle

	

	


g. Abomination that causes desolation

	

	


Question 3 (30 marks, each part is worth 3 marks)
Give a short answer to each question

a.
What is a gospel? Why were the Gospels written?

	

	

	


b.
What is the purpose of Mark’s gospel?
	

	

	


c.
Outline the differences between the Synoptic gospels regarding the infancy narrative
	

	

	


d.
Briefly explain why the title ‘Messiah’ is significant with regard to Jesus
	

	

	


e.
Why does Jesus speak in parables?
	

	

	


f.
List three approaches to how parables have been interpreted historically
	

	

	


g.
Outline the significance of Jesus’ healing the man with the withered hand
	

	

	


h.
What do the passion predictions inform you about Jesus’ suffering?
	

	

	


i.
What does becoming a disciple entail?
	

	

	


j.
Write brief notes concerning the last chapter of the gospel of Mark
	

	

	


Question 4  (25 marks, each part is worth 5 marks)
You need to answer both Section A and Section B of this question.

Section A – (5 marks)
Write brief notes (about 1/2 page) on the historical context of the gospel of Mark.

Section B – (20 marks)
Write brief notes (about 1/2 page) on any of the four (4) of the following.  Comment on the literary and biblical contexts as well as the application.
i.
At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
ii.
When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. He told them, ‘The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables’
iii.
Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’”
iv.
Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”
v.
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.
Question 5  (25 marks)
Answer one of the following questions (You should allow approximately 40 minutes for this question)
a.
How do the titles of Jesus assist in answering the question ‘Who is Jesus?’

b.
Why is the kingdom of God an important theme in Mark’s gospel?

c.
What is the purpose of the miracle stories in Mark’s gospel? What different types of miracle stories did Mark include?

d.
How does Mark display what to means to follow Jesus?

