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John
Sample Examination Paper

The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for John. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied John which is part of the Certificate in Theology course. In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 2, 3 and 4
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)

Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet. 

Sample Questions

Answer FOUR (4) questions – Question 1, and one from each of Questions 2 - 4.
QUESTION 1 (25 marks) (Compulsory question – you will be asked to write on five Bible verses from a choice of eight.)
Write at least a half page on the literary, historical and biblical context plus application of any FIVE (5) of the following:

a)
No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.  (John 1:18)
b)
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.  (John 3:36)
c)
‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies …’  (John 11:25)
d)
‘Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’  (John 20:21)
e)
Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  (1 John 2:15)
f)
And this is love:  that we walk in obedience to his commands.  As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.  (2 John 6)
(To help in your preparation, the references are listed after the quote.  Please note that Bible references will not be listed in the exam paper.)

QUESTION 2 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
‘In the beginning was the Word …’  What does John mean by these words, and how does this contribute to understanding the person and nature of Christ?

OR

b)
How does John’s Gospel speak about the Holy Spirit?  Refer to His role in the church and in the world.

OR

c)
What do we learn from the way in which John presents the death of Jesus?
QUESTION 3 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Outline the Old testament background to Jesus’ words, ‘I am the Light of the world.’  How does this help us to understand the significance of the narrative of Jesus’ healing the blind man in Chapter 9?

OR

b)
What sign led up to the discussion in which Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life’?  What did Jesus mean?

OR

c)
How does doubt surface in the crucifixion and resurrection accounts of John’s Gospel?
QUESTION 4 (25 marks)

Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
What are the marks of a person who loves God?  Relate your answer to the first letter of John.

OR

b)
How does John deal with sin and the believer in his first epistle?

OR

c)
In John’s third letter, on what basis and for what reason did John condemn Diotrephes?  What principles of Christian thought and action may we draw from this letter?
Note: In answering the essay questions aim for 2 to 3 pages.
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