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Early Church History
Sample Examination Paper
The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for Early Church History. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied Early Church History which is part of the Intermediate Theological Certificate course.  In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
9 multiple choice questions (worth 9 marks)

Question 2
4 four line answer questions (worth 16 marks)

Question 3
5 short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 4 and 5
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)
Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet. 

Sample Questions

Answer FIVE (5) questions – Question 1, Question 2 and one from each of Questions 3, 4 and 5.
QUESTION 1 (9 marks – 1 mark for each correct answer – there will be nine questions in total)
Circle the correct answer


331
a)
The Edict of Milan was issued in
311
ad


313


Hippo
b)
Augustine was born in
Carthage


Rome
QUESTION 2 (16 marks – each part worth 4 marks – there will be four short answer questions which generally require four points in your answer.)

a) What factors influenced the expansion of Christianity in the fifth and sixth centuries?
	

	

	

	


b) Give a brief outline of the Council of Chalcedon.
	

	

	

	


QUESTION 3 (25 marks – each part worth 5 marks) (You need to write about ½ a page on five topics from the choice of eight given)
a)
the Arian controversy
b)
the Didache
c)
Polycarp
d)
Gnosticism
e)
Justin Martyr
QUESTION 4 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:
a)
Outline the external pressures on the Early Church up to ad150.  How did the ‘Apostolic Fathers’ deal with these pressures?

OR
b)
Discuss the distinctives of the three great churches of the 2nd and 3rd centuries.

OR
c)
How did the early church respond to persecution?
QUESTION 5 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
What has Augustine contributed to our understanding of theology?
OR
b)
‘The big turning point in religious freedom came with the Edict of Milan.’  Discuss
OR
c)
Choose two doctrinal errors from the four centuries ad.  Describe the errors and how the church dealt with them.
Note: In answering the essay questions aim for 2 to 3 pages.
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