	Week / Unit
	Unit Study Title
	Recommended Background Reading
	Sample Exam Question

	1
	Introduction to Early Church History
	Pp9-12, and chapter 3 of ‘The Early Church’
	Discuss whether the ‘pax Romana’ contributed to gospel growth 

	2
	Apostles and ‘Apostolic Fathers’
	Pp12-23 of ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on Clement of Rome, Ignatius of Antioch, Hermas, Barnabas of Alexandria, Papias, and Polycarp 
	Write notes on four of the apostles or Apostolic Fathers (excluding Paul). 

	3
	Challengers & Champions: heresies in the first centuries
	Pp23-41, chapter 4  ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles: Gnosticism, Marcion, Justin Martyr, Tertullian
	Identify the key or common themes within 1st and 2nd century heresies

	4
	Christian Life: 2nd and 3rd centuries
	Pp 41-53; Chapters 5. 6 & 18 ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Clement of Alexandria, and Origen
	Assess how greater uniformity of belief and practice developed in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

	5
	The Hour of Trial: persecutions of the Early Church
	Chapter 7 of ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Marcus Aurelius, and Valerian.
	Identify the causes of persecution in the 3rd and 4th centuries. 

	6
	A New Era: accepted and respected
	Chapters 8 and 10 of ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Constantine, and Edict of Milan
	Write notes short on a) Hippolytus b) Meletius and c) Donatism 

	7
	Trinitarian controversies
	Chapter 9 ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Arianism, and Council of Constantinople
	Evaluate the significance of the Council of Constantinople (381)

	8
	Men and women of East and West
	Chapter 11, 13 and 15 ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Augustine of Hippo, Chrysostom, Ambrose, Jerome, Athanasius, and Hilary
	Outline the roles and responsibilities of women in the early church 

	9
	The Road to Chalcedon: Christological controversies
	Chapter 14 ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC articles on: Chalcedon and Apollinarius
	Evaluate the lasting importance of the Council of Chalcedon 

	10
	Popes, Monks and Missionaries
	Chapters 12 and 16 of ‘The Early Church’

NIDCC article on: monasticism
	Identify the doctrinal and political issues that led to the rise of Papacy

	Exam week 1
	
	
	Have a look at the sample exam paper.

	Exam week 2
	
	
	Sit the exam


SAMPLE STUDY PLAN: Early Church History 


If you are to get the best from the Moore College material, it is advisable that you go beyond the material in the study guide, do some background reading and get plenty of practice at examination questions. This chart gives you some suggestions on what you can read each week. It also gives you a sample exam question. Hints on how to answer questions can be found in our study leaflets: www.open-bible-institute.org/support/leaflets








