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Doctrine 3
Sample Examination Paper

The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for Doctrine 3. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied Doctrine 3 which is part of the Certificate in Theology course.  In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 2, 3 and 4
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)

Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet.
Sample Questions

Answer FOUR (4) questions – Question 1, and one from each of Questions 2 - 4.
QUESTION 1 (25 marks) (Compulsory question – you will have to write on five Bible verses from a choice of eight.)
Write at least a half page on the context, meaning and doctrinal significance of any FIVE (5) of the following:

a)
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
b)
But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly …
c)
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
QUESTION 2 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
How does the Bible define ‘church’?

OR

b)
‘I don’t need to attend church.’  How would you answer this comment by a Christian friend?

OR

c)
‘Fellowship is frequently misunderstood in our churches.’  Evaluate this statement.
QUESTION 3 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Is the Lord’s Supper a necessary ingredient in the life of a Christian congregation?

OR

b)
How are election, covenant and church related?

OR

c)
Should one’s view on baptism be a cause of division within and among congregations?
QUESTION 4 (25 marks)

Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
‘Why do we need denominations?  We should all be united in one church?’  Assess this statement.

OR

b)
Outline the Bible’s view on the nature of true ministry.

OR

c)
How can a church exercise biblical discipline in our modern world?
Note: In answering the essay questions aim for 2 to 3 pages.
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