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Apologetics
Sample Examination Paper

The Sample Examination Paper is designed to give you some idea of the type of examination questions you can expect for Apologetics. In an exam answer it is essential to show that you know what is in the notes. Better answers will demonstrate an ability to reflect on, apply and argue for the truths you have learnt. For further advice on how to answer questions you should refer to the ‘How to Study’ book.

Exam information:

No Bibles, study notes or work books are to be taken into the examination room.

The time allowed is 2 ½ hours. Ten (10) minutes are allowed before the exam starts so that you can read through the paper.

You have just studied Apologetics which is part of the Certificate in Theology course. In this section of the course the exam paper will take the following format:

Question 1
short answer (1/2 page) questions (worth 25 marks)

Questions 2, 3 and 4
essay questions (each one worth 25 marks)

Don’t forget to revise the chapter on How to Pass Exams from the ‘How to Study’ booklet. 

Sample Questions

Answer FOUR (4) questions – Question 1, and one from each of Questions 2 - 4.
QUESTION 1 (25 marks) (Compulsory question – you will have to write on five Bible verses from a choice of 8)
Write at least a half page on the context, meaning and significance for Apologetics of any FIVE (5) of the following:

a) ‘So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.’

b)
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.’

QUESTION 2 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Is apologetics necessary in our modern world?

OR

b)
Outline the key characteristics of the Christian apologist.

OR

c)
Are the traditional arguments for the existence of God useful in any way?
QUESTION 3 (25 marks)
Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
Does the Bible have a particular view on the nature of ‘truth’?  If so, explain its key aspects.

OR

b)
‘The personal theory of truth is the most consistent Christian view.’  Discuss.

OR

c)
Outline approaches to ‘reason and faith’ by Augustine, Aquinas, Luther and Calvin.  Assess their approaches in the light of what the Bible says about the relation of faith and reason.
QUESTION 4 (25 marks)

Write an essay on ONE (1) of the following questions:

EITHER:

a)
‘Paul’s model of apologetics in Acts 17 is the best model for the 21st century.’  Assess this statement.

OR

b)
Describe the principles we should use when replying to questions about Christianity.

OR

c)
How would you answer someone from another religious background who questioned the uniqueness of Christ for salvation and knowing God?
Note: In answering the essay questions aim for 2 to 3 pages.
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