


@ How to prepare for a ministry viva

<« ° You will be asked to reflect on what you and so we do our utmost to help you stay
have learnt during your studies and how  as calm as possible. We tend to have a

you plan to extend your learning in the little chat with you before the viva proper

future. begins, often we laugh a little and you
never know, you might even find you enjoy
yourself!

What are the markers looking for?

As with all assessments, the key to good
answers is being biblical, logical and clear
while showing good understanding of the We suggest you do three things in
course material. You wont be expected to preparation for your viva:

know anything that hasn’t been covered in
your studies.

How should | prepare for a viva?

® Prepare your mind. Look over your notes
in the week before the viva to remind
Specifically, the markers will be assessing yourself of all that you have studied.
you on these 5 areas: And spend some quality time reading
and re-reading your assignments and
markers’ comments. Think about what
you have learned and what you could
have done better. You might even like
to grab a friend or family member and
practice some role-playing.

1. Knowledge of subject area.

2. Ability to articulate subject area.

3. Ability to enter into meaningful

discussion.

4. Ability to think laterally.

5. Ability to reflect on performance.
e Prepare your diary. You are not going

to give of your best if you rush into the

What if | get really nervous? viva straight from your commute home

It is perfectly normal to get nervous before or immediately after you have wrestled

an assessment so please don’t worry if you @ small child to bed. When you arrange

get a few butterflies. But please also rest your viva with your marker pick a time
assured that we do our very best to ensure when you know (as far as possible) that

that your viva is not a terrifying experience. ~ Yyou are not going to be rushing around

We are not going to try to trap you or trip and feeling stressed. Try to guard the

you up, we want you to give of your best hour before your viva — use it to relax and P

@ The Open Bible Institute Elm House 37 Elm Road New Malden Surrey KT3 3HB

Q 0345 225 0885 @admin@open-bible-institute.org ﬂwww.open-bible-institute.org



0 How to prepare for a ministry viva

<« pray with a nice mug of tea. It’s best not
to cram in the last few minutes, if you
don’t know things by then...

* Prepare your body. This might sound
obvious but it is worth saying anyway. 5
minutes before your viva is due to start,
go to the toilet. You might like to have a
glass of water and some tissues by your
side too. Is it patronizing to type this?
Possibly! But you’d be amazed how many
people forget and then regret it!

Can | have my books open during the
viva?

It’s fine to have your notes and a Bible in
front of you but please don’t rely on being
able to look things up. You are allowed
some thinking time but you wont have
time to read much and you will speak more
confidently if you are speaking from what
you know rather than what you have just
read.

Any more tips for the viva itself?

Be yourself and be clear. If you don’t
understand the question, please ask
and we will happily rephrase it. Don’t be
scared to leave moments of silence — it

is good to think before giving an answer.
Some people find it useful to have a pen
and paper handy so they can jot down a
few key points that they can use in their
answer. And allow your personality to shine
through. Whilst we would never encourage
you to be flippant, humour is perfectly
acceptable if it is appropriate.

If you have any further questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact the office:

studentservices@open-bible-institute.org
0345 225 0885
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