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How to write a biographical paper

The Early Church History module asks you to write a 1,000-word 
biographical paper. There are various ways to approach this 
assignment but the following 10 elements will be expected (where such 
facts are known about the individuals in question):

Relevant dates•  (birth / death / appointment to specifi c posts)

Outline of early years•  (place of birth / parents / environment of 
upbringing)

Career prior to entering ministry • 

Context of conversion•  / decision to enter ministry

Ministry training•  (place of training / theological stance)

Cultural context of ministry•  (theological / political / social / 
geographical)

Development of ministry during his life•  (various job titles / noting periods of 
popularity / exile etc)

Teachings and Writings•  (titles of key books / outline of content – noting in particular 
any original or controversial thought)

Impact on the church / society of the time• 

Lasting impact today• 

As with all Cert HE assignments, more marks are allocated to analysis than to description 
so the last three aspects of the biographical paper should be considered most fully. 
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