


@ How to write an exegesis paper

of the book in which you are working?
And how does this form part of the book
itself? There is a reason why Luke or Paul
or the writer of Kings put things where
they did. How does all of what we have
discovered link to other texts? How does
it fit with the wider context of the Bible?

Content (750 words)
You must make sure we understand:

e the meaning of the words and sentences.
Are you clear on both the words and the
grammar of the passage?

¢ the flow and logic of the passage. Are you
following the author’s argument?

e who the characters are, and how the plot
works in narrative.

e why the author sometimes does the
unexpected. You must look to see if there
are any surprises in the text.

The outline you have already made should
structure the explanation of the content
that you give. This will ensure that you

are following the flow of the author’s
thinking and narrative. Do give more space
to important words or concepts to make
the author’s meaning clear. Do show the
connections from verse to verse, sentence
to sentence. The paper should not just be a
list of interesting, but apparently, unrelated
facts about the text.

Significance (150 words)

Comment on the significance of this
passage for the original audience and for
contemporary readers.

Bibliography (not included in word
count)

Include a list of any commentaries you have
used.

For a worked example of an exegesis, visit
the OBI website and download it from the
Support section under ‘leaflets’.

You can talk to your link tutor if you need
clarification on how to approach this
particular exercise. Call the OBI office on:

0845-225-0885

@ The Open Bible Institute Elm House 37 Elm Road New Malden Surrey KT3 3HB
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