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of assessment, either testing yourself or 
asking others to test you – this will help 
you to see how much you have learnt, as 
opposed to simply read.

•  consider having a ‘mock exam’ a fortnight 
before your retake – this will help you 
to see how well you are doing at being 
prepared

Undermined by exam technique?

Sometimes, students work hard, 
understand the material, do well in 
revision and practice papers, are calm and 
confi dent, and then – unexpectedly – it 
all goes wrong on the day. This tends to 
be because of exam technique more than 
anything else. In this case:

•  ask the OBI offi ce for some more sample 
papers – complete these under exam 
conditions, and then assess your attempt 
carefully.

•  there is no substitute for practice – ask a 
friend, or maybe a church minister, to set 
you some essay questions and then give 
you feedback on your answers.

•  when writing essays, make sure every 
paragraph has a direct and specifi c 
relevance to the question (see the OBI 
study leafl et 4: ‘How to write an essay’)

•  take time in the exam to read and re-read 

the questions several times – don’t 
assume you have understood. Finally, 
please remember that understanding, 
and not exam passes, is the purpose of 
any study. You have nothing to lose, and 
everything to gain, by continuing your 
studies.

Anyway, all the best for your retake!

PS: For the record, Churchill passed third 
time around!
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