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helpful to illustrate each main point with a 
particular Bible passage.

These main points then need to be put in 
an order: perhaps in ascending order of 
significance, or perhaps those points in 
favour followed by those points against. 
Once your main points are clear in your 
own mind, your essay plan needs both 
an introduction and a conclusion. Your 
introduction should explain how the essay 
will develop, and say why the main points 
are relevant. Your conclusion should 
summarise your points and, if relevant, give 
a final answer to the question. 

With your plan in front of you, now is the 
time to check that your every paragraph of 
your planned essay specifically addresses 
the question. If not, you still have a little 
time to make the necessary changes. Only 
once you are happy that your proposed 
essay answers the question as thoroughly 
as you are able is it time to start writing.

How do I practise?

The exam lasts for 150 minutes and in this 
time there are 100 marks to be collected. If 
a question is worth 25 marks (as the essays 
are), it is worth spending a quarter of the 
time on your answer – ie: 35-40 minutes. 

If a question is only worth 5 marks, spend 
only 6-7 minutes on it. It is sensible to 
practice against the clock before the exam. 
Give yourself 35 minutes to plan, prepare, 
write and check an essay.

How much did you write? Was it sufficient 
to answer the question properly? Do you 
need to try to write more in the time, or 
simply use the time more efficiently?

After two or three such attempts, you will 
have a good idea of how much you can 
sensibly write in the time (as a rough guide, 
1200 words should be a minimum). Aim for 
this in the exam. And remember: better a 
short essay that answers the question than 
a long and detailed one that fails to.
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