


The Open Bible Institute  Elm House  37 Elm Road  New Malden  Surrey KT3 3HB

0845 225 0885         admin@open-bible-institute.org          www.open-bible-institute.org

the future. Some students fi nd this is best 
achieved by writing and rewriting the key 
lessons. Others prefer to learn by rote, 
perhaps using mnemonics (eg: the order 
of Galatians to Colossians in the New 
Testament can be remembered with the 
mnemonic God’s Electric Power Company). 
However you fi nd it most easy to memorise 
the unit, you must ask yourself:

•  can I remember the key issues in the unit 
without reference to the book?

•  can I explain the key issues in the unit 
without reference to the book?

Summaries

Some students fi nd it helpfulto write, 
and then learn, a summary of each unit. 
This summary should be no more than a 
single side of A4, with perhaps four or fi ve 
headings. Summarise the key issues being 
covered, and the most important things to 
remember. Once you have completed your 
summary, reread the unit and make any 
alterations necessary.

Now learn your summary. Memorise the 
headings and any sub-headings, and 
perhaps ask someone to test you. Return 
to this summary again and again to remind 
you of what you have learnt.

As a fi nal thought, why not try explaining 
what you have learnt to someone else? If 
you can explain the material to someone 

else, that’s a pretty good indication that 
you have understood it properly!

Further reading

The recommended reading is helpful in two 
ways: 

First, it re-emphasises the lessons you have 
been learning from the study book, helping 
you to remember them more effectively.

Secondly, much of this reading will 
approach the same issues from a different 
angle, to understand the issues more 
profoundly.

You may fi nd that you do not have time for 
further reading each week, but try to do as 
much as you can. If you have a week off at 
half term, this can be a good time for such 
reading. Others fi nd that the week or two 
between the end of term and the exam is a 
good time, as it helps with the revision!

Refl ection

Theology should never engage the mind 
alone. Theology is for the mind, for 
the heart, for the soul, and for life. The 
‘refl ection’ question at the end of each unit 
will help you to see how to apply what you 
have learnt. At the end of the week, spend 
some time on this question, and refl ect 
generally on the implications of your study. 
Perhaps spend some time in prayer.
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